
Dear activists,  

dear friends, 

 

The PES Council 
2007 in Sofia has 
been a great 
success.  

We are very 
happy with the 
outcome as all 
PES member 

parties gave their support to the PES 
manifesto campaign and to our ambition 
for a common 2009  

election programme .  

We are aiming for a manifesto that gives 
voters a clear choice between left and 
right on European level - between the 
Party of European Socialists and Europeôs 
assorted conservatives, liberals and ex-
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tremists. Europeôs socialist and social 
democrats want to shape the New Social 
Europe. Therefore the PES will present a 
manifesto that has been shaped through 
open discussion and debate. Have your say 
on the four themes of the consultation: 
New Social Europe, Save our planet, 
Europe in the world and European democ-
racy and diversity. 

 

You can take part in the Yourspace on-line 
consultation at manifesto2009.pes.org. 

 

 There you will find every opportunity to 
comment, post, rate and share. You can 
also start your blog in your own language 
and set up meetings in your own city or 
organization. Last but not least you can 
post your videos on our YouTube channel. 

  

 

The PES will collect ideas and best prac-
tices to put up in June 2008 a first draft 
of the manifesto which is based on your 
contributions. We are looking forward to 
your input.  

With socialist regards, 

Philip Cordery  

PES Secretary -General  

 

Philip Cordery  

PES Activists Portugal 

was in Sofia. See the 

report in pages 2 -3.  

Portugal exercised during the last semester of 

2007 the presidency of the European Union.  

We didn't simply continued what previous presi-

dencies had done. By the contrary: six months 

later, we can say that we left our mark. Portugal 

wanted to give particular attention to the Mediter-

ranean, to Brasil and the Europe-Africa relation-

ship.  

The recent EU-Africa summit signalized clearly 

that priority. But itôs impossible not to emphasize 

the agreement reached regarding the reformed 

Treaty, a landmark on European history, after 

years of institutional standstill.  

With the signature of the Treaty of Lisbon, in the 

Monastery of Jerónimos on the 13th of December 

of 2007, 21st Century started for Europe , to utilize 

a pretty sharp title from a Spanish daily journal.   

Within a year from now, the process of ratification 

will be concluded, we will be in conditions to 

concentrate on what really concerns the European 

citizens: employment, competitivity, energetic 

independence and climatic changes. In one word, 

the renewal of the Lisbon Agenda, which is a mark 

of yet another Portuguese presidency.  

Only then can we create conditions for the emer-

gence of the effective identification Europeans 

with the European project. The Treaty of Lisbon 

reinforces the role of the European Parliament 

and of the National Parliaments in the process of 

European Integration. But the Treaty is an institu-

tional instrument; it doesn't replace the role that 

each of us, governments and citizens, in the 

development of the European Citizenship.          

I believe that the action of PES Activists, whose 

Portuguese section I have observed with particu-

lar interest, represents an important platform for 

exchange of ideas and debates among the Euro-

pean Socialists; which are, together with the 

Christian -Democrats;  the founding fathers of 

Europe as weôve known in the last 50 years: a 

model of peace, democracy and social develop-

ment, which serves as an example to other regions 

of the world.      

As an European activist, itôs 

with great delight that I see 

the possibility of voting in 

2009 on a Socialist Party 

candidate to the European 

Parliament supported on a 

common and participated proposal, such as the 

one that the PES Activists is preparing at an 

European level.  

In the past, the Portuguese attitudes towards 

Europe have combined the support for the 

membership with disinterest regarding Euro-

pean issues. The several Portuguese presidencies 

of the EU were a clear demonstration that itôs in 

Europe that we can strengthen our position as a 

country. And we have to bring all aboard to this 

common project.  

In this sense, the PES Activists appears to me to 

be the correct structure to start to engage mili-

tants, independents and non-governmental 

organizations in the construction of the Europe 

of the 21st Century that now begins.  

Augusto Santos Silva  

Minister of Parliamentary Affairs  

The Council at Sofia  

http://manifesto2009.pes.org
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Sofia, Madrid, Lisboa  

After the PES Congress of Oporto, in 

December 2006, the expectation sur-

rounding the Sofia council was high. 

These hopes weren't defrauded.  

There was an intense political contribu-

tion. It was confirmed the central role 

that the 2009 Manifesto will assume in 

the life of PES and in the affairs of the 

national socialist parties as well as the 

PES Activists .  

Most of the interventions, both in the 

plenary and in the fringe sessions, by 

delegates, guests and activists, were 

centered around the four topics of the 

Manifesto: Save our planet, New Social 

Europe, European democracy and diver-

sity 

and EU in the world .    

For what Iôve seen, we, European Social-

ists, have the Ideas and the Ideals; the 

Project and the Experience; the People 

and the Teams; to have the ambition to 

build a New Europe. A Europe with a 

strategic role in the international arena; 

with a strong environmental discourse 

and a renewed Green Agenda. A Europe 

that assumes the responsibility of reach-

ing the goals of the New Social Europe. A 

Europe with a strong and active connec-

tion with its citizens, which assumes the 

difference and diversity as a genetic 

mark, which defines the perception of 

the World contemporary societies.   

Only a Socialist Europe can supply the 

political answers to the social problems 

that invade our day-to-day as social 

injustice and random discrimination. 

Only a Europe ruled by democratic 

socialism can repair the old social model 

and build a political project of effective 

and lasting human development.  

With a strong socialist majority I have 

no doubts that a New Social Europe 

could be a reality.   

For that to happen itôs necessary that 

Europe will turn left in the 2009 elec-

tions; and thus the importance of the 

construction of the Manifesto. Not only 

because it assures that the relation be-

tween PES and its base is dynamic, valid 

and validated; but also because,  through 

the PES Activists, the PES will be the 

first European political structure to plan 

and act as a single cohesive entity, with 

an agenda articulated between national 

parties, activists, NGOôs and the civil 

society.  

Last year, in the Oporto Congress, we 

started this journey. In Sofia, the path 

became clearer, on a voyage that will 

have stops in Vienna (final delivery of 

the proposals for Manifesto 2009 in 

June 2008), and Madrid (presentation 

of the Manifesto in December 2008), 

before the final destination in the Euro-

pean elections of 2009. 

The Portuguese Socialist Party, with 

such a great representation in these 

meetings, has the responsibility of sus-

taining the Lisbon name in the European 

discussions. Both the Lisbon Agenda and 

now the Treaty of Lisbon are associated 

to social concern, to development, pro-

gress and to the future.  

And we, as proud members of the Portu-

guese Socialist Party, want to take this 

legacy and be able to be frontrunners in 

the European future.  

Together with the Activists family, al-

ways articulated with our national par-

ties, we will have the chance to build this 

New Social Europe; and make of Euro-

pean experience a political project were 

mankind can be at its best. 

 José Reis Santos  

National  Coordinator   of PES Activists 
Portugal  

The Lisbon Brand  exists today in the halls of Europe.  

Its associated to social concerns, to development, to pro-
gress  and the future.  

May we in the Party be able to continue such inspiring work .  

                             

 

www.lusopes.blogspot.com  

 

http://www.manifesto2009.pes.org/en/save-our-planet/
http://www.manifesto2009.pes.org/en/new-social-europe/
http://www.manifesto2009.pes.org/en/new-social-europe/
http://www.manifesto2009.pes.org/en/european-democracy-and-diversity/
http://www.manifesto2009.pes.org/en/european-democracy-and-diversity/
http://www.manifesto2009.pes.org/en/eu-in-the-world/
http://www.lusopes.blogspot.com
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PES Council  

At Sofia  

 

21-22  

November 

2007 

LGBT Activists on PES Council in Sofia   

You just have to Clické  

PES Activists @ Sofia Council 

The PES Council is a major gathering 
of European socialist and social-
democrats. It gathered together more 
than 150 delegates from the PES 
member parties and numerous guests 
and PES activists.  

The Council took  place on 22-23 
November 2007 in the National Pal-
ace of Culture in Sofia, Bulgária 

The Council was the floor to debate a 
new consultation process about PES 
manifesto for the 2009 European 
elections. During the Council, plenary 

sessions have been dedicated to interna-
tional matters, without forgetting some 
of the most pressing issues in the politi-
cal agenda: the regulation of hedge 
funds and tackling climate change. 

Following the success of the PES Con-
gress in Oporto 2006, where PES activ-
ists were a lively presence that marked a 
new way of integrating grassroots into 
European politics, we welcome once 
again activists to this important socialist 
gathering.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The PES Council in Sofia, Bulgaria, 
was followed by thousands in Your-
space, and in specially designed 
blogs, from, all over Europe. Thus we 
were able to update you on what 
went on in the National Palace of 
Culture in Sofia. The Yourspace crew 
and a team of PES activist bloggers 
worked hard to report on all the 
major event and debates ï right from 
the beginning.  

particular condition: we are a set of 
activists that comes from more than 
twenty Member -states of the Union, 
and we work on interconnected 
topics. The diversity of sexual identi-
ties, the equality they all deserve, are 
fundamental elements of the Euro-
pean democracy we want. 

We are also interested in social pol-
icy, and international politics.      

 

We have decided to participate in the 
consult through a plurality of means. 
First, as other PES Activists, we 
reacted to the Manifesto website. 
Second, we try to be present in all 
events organized by PES during the 
consultation via our members in 
Brussels . Third, we had the idea to 
draft a written contribution, that 
makes the synthesis of our proposals, 
at least those that correspond to the 

competencies of European institu-
tions, so that they be considered for 
the final drafting of the Manifesto.  

 

 Our method of action is to attempt to 
gather support on a sufficient num-
ber of national parties to prove the 
consideration that our ideas deserve 
and their representation.        

Finally, last but not least, we want to 
have members in all countries of the 
EU, and in all parties of PES. 

Going to Sofia gave us a chance to 
meet Bulgarian LGBT activists, e to 
know the LGBT issues in that coun-
try, something we didn't know.  

 

Joël Le Deroff  

French Activists  

Among the partner organiza-

tions of the PES, called PES 

partners, it was presented in 

Sofia a young LGBT (Lesbian, 

Gay, Bisexual and Transgender) 

network called Rainbow Rose. 

Itôs formed by the groups of 

LGBT activists that exist on the 

several socialist or labour par-

ties in Europe. We received an 

official recognition from PES 

during the Porto Congress, in 

2006.    

 

Rainbow Rose had an official dele-
gate to the PES Councils. He was 
asked to participate in the debates, in 
particular on the conference 
«Democracy and Diversity» organ-
ized by the European Parliament 
Member Zita Gurmai, the President 
of PES Women.  

Beyond this presence, we had other 
goals for the Councilôs two days, 
namely to be a part of the first Euro-
pean consultation process regarding 
the 2009 Manifesto, and to know 
more about the PES Activists project.     

Until the end of the first semester of 
2008, the socialists will organize 
many local and national meetings 
about the four themes chosen by the 
PES: Democracy and Diversity; The 
New Social Europe; Saving the 
Planet; and Europe and the World.  
The activism of Rainbow Rose has a 

P E S  A C T I V I S T S  P O R T U G A L  

rainbowrose.hes -france.org  

PES activists is primarily 
web -based .  

As an activist you can put your 
questions directly  to top 
European politicians. Read 
about and discuss hot topics.  

Share your experience with 
socialists from all over Europe 
in PES activists' blogs and 
forums.  

Receive information about 
PES party life and on what 
other PES member parties are 
up. 

Take part in the PES People's 
Dialogue and dis­cuss the 
future policies of Europe.  

Give your input on PES 
policy discussions such as the 
new PES energy and climate 
change strategy for Europe.  

Become a PES Activist : 

http://activists.pes.org  

 Contact-us: 

activists@pes.org  

pesactivistsportugal@ps.pt  

PES, Rue du Trône 98, B -
1050 Brussels  

Tel +32 2 548 90 80 

Fax +32 2 230 17 66 

www.pes.org 

http://www.pes.org/content/view/1161/1700100
http://www.pes.org/content/home_activists/2007/170/
http://rainbowrose.hes-france.org/
http://activists.pes.org/
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Romanian  

European  
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2007  

 

PES Activist  

iniciative in  

Predeal  

Treaty of Lisbon 

Romania 2007 

Report by Victor Negrescu  

PES activists Romania and 
G L O B A L  A s s o c i a t i o n 
have organized in Predeal an inter-
national conference on the role 
that  Romania and the Social De-
mocratic Party (PSD) can play in 
Europe. 

The event that took place from 2 to 
4 of November,  brought together 
around 50 participants from all 
over Romania and several partici-
p a n t s  f r o m 
other European countries like 
Portugal, Sweden, Poland or Ger-
many. 

At the conference participated 
several left wing political leaders as 
well as representatives from the 
Romanian civil society that talked 

about the need of having a strong 
PES activists group here in Roma-
nia that can push (forward) for-
ward the discussions on the Euro-
pean themes and the propositions 
elaborated in the PES Manifesto 
2009.  

Victor NEGRESCU   

  Romanian  

PES activists coordinator   

  

 

A Report by Rui Pedro Nasci-
mento  

Been in Romania now, when they 
have only a few mouths in the 
European family, remind me of 
how Portugal was when we entered 
the then European Community .  

 

The vitality of the european dream 
is very much alive, and it very 
interesting to see the will and 
motivation of an entire country to 
build a better society. 

We were there during the Roma-
nian European elections,, in a 
week-end seminary  organized by 
the local PES Activists and Global; 
during which it was possible to 
know,  from within,  some of the 
Romanian problems, mainly the 
modernization of the country, the 
combat to corruption, the Roma 
issue, and the management of the 
european integration process. 

It was fun to have the opportunity 
to have face to face meetings with 
other PES Activists, namely with 
Nils, Fredrik, Victor, Aidan, John 
and so many others. 

Our time there, although short in 
time, was very productive, politi-
cally.  

Seen the PES Activists Project is 
here to stay; and we are proud to a 
part of it.  

Rui Pedro Nascimento  

PES Activists Portugal  

humanitarian emergency aid in 
critical areas of the world; however 
the unanimity will go on, namely in 
what regards tax, external politics, 
defence, social security and culture.  

Besides, the Treaty will strengthen 
the democratic control of the EU, 
since it grants more important 
functions whether to the European 
Parliament or the National Parlia-
ment. 

Moreover, the citizens will have the 
right, for the first time, of propos-
ing the Commission to adopt a 
specific legislative initiative.     

Finally, there will be established a 
high representative for the Com-
mon Foreign and Security Policy, 
being a new institutional figure 
that will simultaneously perform 
two offices:  the office of high rep-
resentative for the Common For-
eign and Security Policy (CFSP) 
and the office of Vice-President of 
the Commission. 

 Therefore, it is inexorable that are 
in the right way!  

 Marco Lacomblez Leitão  

PES Activists Portugal  

Dear Friends, 

As you know, the treaty of Lisbon 
significantly changed the organiza-
tion and functioning of the Euro-
pean Union Institutions, namely 
the new Treaty generalizes (with 
few exceptions) the process of ñco-
decisionò in which the European 
Parliament and the Council ï 
formed by the ministers of member 
states ï participate.  

On the other hand, the European 
Union Reform Treaty ordered that 
the voting will be done by qualified 
majority in forty issues ï like the 
security of energetic supply and 

P E S  A C T I V I S T S  P O R T U G A L  

What  will we remember 

from this Portuguese 

presidency?  

 

. The Lisbon Treaty  

. The EU -Africa summit  

. The EU ðBrazil summit  

. Shengen enlargement  

 



Manifesto 2009  

A Swedish opinion by Fredrik Persson  
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This year, it seems, we will not have a 
very snowy Christmas in Stockholm. It is 
of course very difficult, not to say impos-
sible, to tell whether this specific phe-
nomenon it is a consequence of natural 
fluctuations in the climate or of changes 
caused by human actions, but it is now 
beyond question whether human actions 
affect climate change ï it does. 

This year was the first when the discus-
sion on climate change and its conse-
quences finally got on the political - and 
public - agenda. It is now obvious cli-
mate change will affect us all, in one way 
or the other, and it is urgent to take 
measures immediately in order to 
change the prevailing course.  

PES activists can play an important role 
in such discussions. Our movement is 
one of the strongest political, transna-
tional, forces in Europe, with direct 

impact on major political decision mak-
ers. 

One of the topics up for discussion in the 
Manifesto 2009 is called ñSave our 
planetò; it includes climate change. All 
PES activists now have the possibility to 
take part in the work on how to get 
there.  

So take the chance to participate in the 
discussions on the Manifesto 2009 and 
hence to shape the PES policies on one 
of the most important issue of our time. 
If we are successful, maybe we might be 
able to celebrate a white Christmas in 
Stockholm in the future.  

Happy 2008  

Fredrik Persson  

PES activist Sweden  

The PES Activists initiative  is one way that PES found to motivate the debate about European politics between the 2 million socialist 
members throughout Europe. We want to belong  to the base of this relationship, connecting ourselves with the European network of 
activists, giving PES and the socialists parties the strength to make new pathways of development in European matters,  bring-
ing to the day to day discussions and to local politics a European visibility.  

Our goal is to be a complement to traditional party structures , bringing more information, more debate about European affairs 
to grassroots politics. So, when PES lunched the 2009 Manifesto consultation project we asked: were can I sign in; what can I do?  

And what can we do?  

We will consult and listen everybody that wants to be involved.  

We will present our own proposals in Vienna and we want you to help us with their develop-
ment.  

number of business initiatives led by 
women. 
  
The PES Activists marked presence and 
Portugal took the opportunity to publi-
cize the project and as part of an initia-
tive of the Party of European Socialists, 
held a series of brief interviews with 
some participants, which were recorded 
on video and sent to Brussels.  
 
 
We wonder if the leaders and militants 
socialists agreed with the submission of 
a joint Manifesto of the Party of Euro-
pean Socialists to the European elections 
of 2009 and that priority issues they 
would like to see included in the Mani-
festo. There was a great receptivity to the 
initiative and willingness to answer 
questions. It is worth mentioning also 
the intervention that  
 
 

our comrade Jose Reis Santos (national 
coordinator of PES Activists Portugal) 
held in the conference and its good 

reception.  
 
Finally we would like to thank the 
words of support and encourage-
ment we have received.  
  
PES Activists Portugal  

It on 3 October 2007 in the Inter-
national Fair of Lisbon (Nations 
Park) the annual conference of 
Women European Socialists (PES 
Women).  
  
Subject to the theme Women in the 
Labour Market, had the presence of 
prominent leaders and activists from 
across Europe. The program of this 
conference focused on the difficulties 
that women are in the labour market, 
ways to enhance their employability in a 
debate on the reasons for the small 

PES Activist Women 2007 

Incoming  

Do You have ideas about these or other topics 

that you wanna share?  

Send us an e -mail:  

pesactivistsportugal@ps.pt  

http://manifesto2009.pes.org/en/



