PES Activists Por

NUMBER

ENGLISH

VERSION

Dear activists,

dear friends,

The PES Council
2007 in Sofia has

been a great
success.
We are very

happy with the
-m* outcome as all
Philip Cordery PES member
parties gave their support to the PES
manifesto campaign and to our ambition
for a common 2009

election programme

We are aiming for a manifesto that gives
voters a clear choice between left and
right on European level - between the
Party of European
assorted conservatives, liberals and ex-

Portugal exercised during the last semester of
2007 the presidency of the European Union.

We didn't simply continued what previous presi-

dencies had done. By the contrary: six months
later, we can say that we left our mark. Portugal
wanted to give particular attention to the Mediter-

ranean, to Brasil and the Europe-Africa relation-

ship.

The recent EU-Africa summit signalized clearly
that But
the agreement reached regarding the reformed

priority. itods
Treaty, a landmark on European history, after
years of institutional standstill.

IPES ACIYERD (Felidge] With the signature of the Treaty of Lisbon, in the

was in Sofia. See the Monastery of Jerénimos on the 13" of December

report in pages 2 -3. of 2007, 21st Century started for Europe , to utilize

a pretty sharp title from a Spanish daily journal.

Within a year from now, the process of ratification
will be concluded, we will be in conditions to
concentrate on what really concerns the European
citizens: employment, competitivity, energetic
independence and climatic changes. In one word,
the renewal of the Lisbon Agenda, which is a mark

of yet another Portuguese presidency.

Soci

10

tremi sts. Europeds
democrats want to shape the New Social
Europe. Therefore the PES will present a
manifesto that has been shaped through
open discussion and debate. Have your say
on the four themes of the consultation:
New Social Europe, Save our planet,
Europe in the world and European democ-
racy and diversity.

You can take part in the Yourspace online
consultation at manifesto2009.pes.org.

There you will find every opportunity to

comment, post, rate and share. You can
also start your blog in your own language
and set up meetings in your own city or
organization. Last but not least you can

post your videos on our YouTube channel.
alists and

Only then can we create conditions for the emer-
gence of the effective identification Europeans
with the European project. The Treaty of Lisbon
reinforces the role of the European Parliament
and of the National Parliaments in the process of
European Integration. But the Treaty is an institu-
tional instrument; it doesn't replace the role that
each of us, governments and citizens, in the
development of the European Citizenship.
| believe that the action of PES Activists, whose
impossible not to em
Portuguese section | have observed with particu-
lar interest, represents an important platform for
exchange of ideas and debates among the Euro-
pean Socialists; which are, together with the

Christian-Democrats; the founding fathers of

QUARTER

Europeds

2008

The 2007 PES Council was heldiir

And the PES Activists Project was one of the special guests of thg ev

The Council at Sofia

The PES will collect ideas and best prac-
tices to put up in June 2008 a first draft
of the manifesto which is based on your
contributions. We are looking forward to
your input.

With socialist regards,
Philip Cordery
PES Secretary -General

«An idea» by Augusto Santos Silva

common and participated proposal, such as the
one that the PES Activists is preparing at an
European level.

In the past, the Portuguese attitudes towards
Europe have combined the support for the
membership with disinterest regarding Euro-
pean issues. The several Portuguese presidencies
of the
Europe that we can strengthen our position as a

EU were a clear de

country. And we have to bring all aboard to this
asi ze

common project.

In this sense, the PES Activists appears to me to
be the correct structure to start to engage mili-
tants,

independents and non-governmental

_organizations in the construction of the Europe

Europe as wedve known i
model of peace, democracy and social develop-
ment, which serves as an example to other regions

of the world.

As an European activist
with great delight that | see
the possibility of voting in

2009 on a Socialist Party

candidate to the European

Parliament supported on a

ear s: a

n_ the ast i
of the 21st Century that now begins:
Augusto Santos Silva

Minister of Parliamentary Affairs
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manifesto2009.pes.org

Yourspace


http://manifesto2009.pes.org
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Sofia, Madrid, Lisboa

After the PES Congress of Oporto, in
December 2006, the expectation sur-
rounding the Sofia council was high.
These hopes weren't defrauded.

There was an intense political contribu-
tion. It was confirmed the central role
that the 2009 Manifesto will assume in
the life of PES and in the affairs of the
national socialist parties as well as the
PES Activists .

Most of the interventions, both in the

plenary and in the fringe sessions, by
delegates, guests and activists, were
centered around the four topics of the
Manifesto: Save our planet New Social
Europe, European democracy and diver-
sity

tion with its citizens, which assumes the
difference and diversity as a genetic
mark, which defines the perception of

the World contemporary societies.

Only a Socialist Europe can supply the
political answers to the social problems
that invade our day-to-day as social
injustice and random discrimination.
Only a Europe ruled by democratic
socialism can repair the old social model
and build a political project of effective
and lasting human development.

With a strong socialist majority | have
no doubts that a New Social Europe
could be a reality.

For that to happen

The Lisbon Brand exists today in the halls of Europe.

Its associated to social concerns, to development, to pro-
gress and the future.

May we in the Party be able to continue such inspiring work

and EU in the world .

For what |l 6ve seen,
ists, have the Ideas and the Ildeals; the
Project and the Experience; the People
and the Teams; to have the ambition to
build a New Europe. A Europe with a
strategic role in the international arena;

with a strong environmental discourse

and a renewed Green Agenda. A Europe
that assumes the responsibility of reach-
ing the goals of the New Social Europe. A

Europe with a strong and active connec-

Europe will turn left in the 2009 elec-
g, and s he perange, of e
construction of the Manifesto. Not only

because it assures that the relation be-
tween PES and its base is dynamic, valid
and validated; but also because, through
the PES Activists, the PES will be the
first European political structure to plan

and act as a single cohesive entity, with
an agenda articulated between national
activi

parties, sts,

society.

Last year, in the Oporto Congress, we
started this journey. In Sofia, the path

became clearer, on a voyage that will
have stops in Vienna (final delivery of
the proposals for Manifesto 2009 in

June 2008), and Madrid (presentation

of the Manifesto in December 2008),

before the final destination in the Euro-

pean elections of 2009.

The Portuguese Socialist Party, with
such sa great Crepeesentation int thesd
meetings, has the responsibility of sus-
taining the Lisbon name in the European
discussions. Both the Lisbon Agenda and
now the Treaty of Lisbon are associated
to social concern, to development, pro-
gress and to the future.

And we, as proud members of the Portu-
guese Socialist Party, want to take this
legacy and be able to be frontrunners in
the European future.

Together with the Activists family, al-
ways articulated with our national par-
ties, we will have the chance to build this
New Social Europe; and make of Euro-
pean experience a political project were
mankind can be at its best.

NGOG& s and jodslREis sdnbos’ T !
National Coordinator  of PES Activists
Portugal
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http://www.manifesto2009.pes.org/en/save-our-planet/
http://www.manifesto2009.pes.org/en/new-social-europe/
http://www.manifesto2009.pes.org/en/new-social-europe/
http://www.manifesto2009.pes.org/en/european-democracy-and-diversity/
http://www.manifesto2009.pes.org/en/european-democracy-and-diversity/
http://www.manifesto2009.pes.org/en/eu-in-the-world/
http://www.lusopes.blogspot.com

